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Thank You from St. Paul’s of Williamsville

To the Congregation of Trinity Lutheran Church, full pickup trucks including food on seats and floors of both
cabs and the trunk and seats and floor of my SUV.
Thank you for your generous donation of food items to help
St. Paul’s of Williamsville secure a $500 award from Thrivent — Please know how much your donations were appreciated.
Financial for the Food Pantryof Community of Good God blessed us richly.
Neighbors Church. The check is on the way.
In Christian Love,
We collected well over a thousand items of non-perishable
foods with your help. I delivered some items twice to St. Faith E. White, St. Paul’s of Williamsville
Paul’s of Eggertsville for their food trucks, and one load to
Parkside Lutheran Church for thie pantry. Some food went
to Faith U.C.C. Church at Hopkins and Maple Roads in Wil-
liamsville for their outdoor pantry and some to Raymond

Road Community Church in Niagara County.

However, the majority of the food went to Community of
Good Neighbors in Buffalo. The food was delivered by two

Faith In Action

ELCA World Hunger Lenten Project garnered a collection of $830! Thanks to all who contributed!
TriniKnits: We are placing our knit, crocheted and purchased hats, gloves, mittens and scarves at
different locations for our homeless brothers and sisters. Our total this year is 91 items donated! Thank you to everyone
who was able to Contribute. If you have any questions about this ministry and how you can help, please see Barb Seegar.
Gerard Place Soup Kitchen: Friends of Night People provide take-out meals. Currently, we are supplying 2 volunteers on
the 4th Wednesday of each month to distribute meals prepared by Friends of the Night People.
Let Kathy Back know if you wish to become a volunteer. The time commitment is from 3:30 to

6 pm. Masks and caps/hats are mandatory. A -
Gerard Place is starting up a new food pantry! Trinity's upcoming food collections will be G erar d A
donated to them to help get their pantry up and running. They are also looking for volunteers place <.

to work the pantry. There are set times available and

anyone interested should contact Kathy Zuppa at Gerard Place.
God’s Work, Our Hands 2021 will include multi-part activities. In conjunction with Mother’s Day and Father’s Day, we
will partner with Sleep in Heavenly Peace (an organization dedicated to providing beds to children) by collecting twin sized
bedding (sheets, pillows, blankets, comforters, mattress pads, etc). Look for a special collection bin in the narthex starting in
May. In September, we will participate in a bed-building event on a Saturday morning (details to follow).

Collections: There are containers on the table in the narthex for the following: Ronald McDonald House (can tabs),
Wands for Wildlife (clean, used mascara wands), and Dash's Markets (receipts). We continue to collect both 2020 and
2021 receipts. Hearts for the Homeless: Collecting clothing in the red box in the parking lot.
Amazonsmile: If you shop Amazon, consider doing so through Amazon Smile indicating that
you atre supporting Trinity as the church will receive 0.5% of eligible purchases. 1) Log into
smile.amazon.com 2) Enter sign-in info or create an account. 3) At the top of the next screen
under the search box, there is a place to select the charity one wishes to support. Type "Ttinity
Evangelical Lutheran Church". Select the one that says "East Amherst, NY" 4) Shop online. Con
tact Kathy Back with any questions.
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April Mission Message from Marcia Brown: RESURRECTION PEOPLE

An old motto of our Synod was, “We are resurrection peo-
ple who pray first, walk together, and change lives.” What
are resurrection peopler Since Jesus was raised and did not
stay in the tomb, so are we resurrected. Our faith is not
dead, dormant, or sleeping, but is alive in this world and
active to help others. For the past year, some local outreach
has had to be curtailed because of the pandemic, but the
mission of the Church goes on, with even greater need. Our
larger ELCA church body continues to sponsor
missionaries, feed the hungty, assist those affected by
disasters, open new congregations, and so much more.
Through your mission support, resurrection life is
experienced all over the world:

In Peru, Noemi persisted despite many challenges
growing up. Then, she discovered an ELCA
companion ministry which trains vulnerable people
in tolerance, respect, equity, and social justice.

At Bridge of Peace Community Church in New Jersey, a
food pantry has adjusted its routine to account for
the pandemic, while drastically increasing the
number of people it serves.

In Serbia, many Roma people are returning from
migration. When the Salijevski family returned, they
were homeless until they connected with Children
on the Move, which aims to reduce the number of
people living on the street, and ensures that children
have access to education.

In Milwaukee, the Strong Baby Program raises
awareness about safe infant sleeping practices to

reduce infant mortality, which is three times higher
in African-American babies.

In Tanzania, Eva got essential support from a palliative
care program when she was diagnosed with breast
cancer. 25 facilities across the country accompany
people facing medical issues.

In Chile, Maggie shares information about health topics
through workshops and community events, and
herself learned how to cultivate a vegetable garden
in her tiny yard.

In the US, newcomers like Tamara, who escaped
poverty and violence in Haiti, receive shelter, food,
help with travel, legal services, and connection to
essential lifelines.

When you feel the joy of Jesus’ resurrection this Easter,
know that you are also bringing resurrection to so many
others through your mission support. Thank you!

He is risen! He is risen indeed!

We are church together for the sake of the world.
God’s Work. Our Hands.

May Mission Message from Marcia Brown: Changing Lives in Bangladesh

In Bangladesh, Farida works as a housekeeper, and her
husband is a field laborer. They live near the Lutheran
Health Care Bangladesh Hospital, which offers self-help
groups for women that provide an opportunity for savings,
small business development, economic and financial
training, and relational support. When Farida joined the
group, she received training in homestead vegetable
gardening. She now tells her neighbors how her life has
changed. In addition to her cleaning work, she now has an
extra income source selling her vegetables at the local weekly
market. Her economic status has improved, and her children
have their basic needs met. “I will always be grateful to
Almighty God and to the Lutheran Health Care
Bangladesh.”

As you plan your garden this spring, think of Farida and her
vegetable garden. It wouldn’t happen without your gifts to
Mission Support and to ELCA World Hunger, which
support families as they grow food to nourish themselves
and build safer, healthier communities for the long term,

helping to put an end to hunger—for good. Thank you!

We are church
together for the sake
of the world.

God’s Work. Our
Hands.
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An Amazon Charts and
Wall Street Journal bestseller.

New York Times bestselling author
Catherine Ryan Hyde brings
heartwarming authenticity to the
story of two strangers who find that
kindness is a powerful antidote to

fear.

Raymond Jaffe feels like he doesn’t
belong. Not with his mothet’s new
family. Not as a weekend guest with
his father and his father’s wife. Not
at school, where he’s an outcast.
After his best friend moves away,
Raymond has only two real

connections: to the feral cat he’s

question: Have you seen Luis Velez?
Mildred Gutermann, a German Jew
who narrowly escaped the
Holocaust, has been alone since her
caretaker disappeared. She turns to
Raymond for help, and as he tries to
track Luis down, a deep and
unexpected friendship blossoms

between the two.

Despondent at the loss of Luis,
Mildred isolates herself further from
a neighborhood devolving into
bigotry and fear. Determined not to
let her give up, Raymond helps her
see that for every terrible act the
wortld delivers, there is a2 mirror
image of deep kindness, and Mildred
helps Raymond see that there’s hope

TriniReads

NEW )'ﬂﬁ“ﬁ' TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR
“(Gatherines

Ryan Hyd,(%;_

-

U Deen
L.uis Velez?

If you are interested in the late
May book club meeting on the
above book, please contact Sue
Hayden for more information.

tamed and to a blind ninety-two-year
-old woman in his building who’s

introduced herself with a cutious

if you have someone to hold on to.

The date has not been chosen,
but will be published in the

Announcements as soon as it is.

From the Pastor’s Desk (continued from page 1)

aspects of a Lutheran understanding of ministry is that
it cannot be separated from the call of the church to
minister. When I was ordained, the bishop said to me:
Do you believe the church’s call IS God’s call to the
ministry? In the beginning, it was hard for many
women to receive that call. (Lutherans not always being
first in line to change things). I remember years ago in
the mid to late 1980’s, a neighboring congregation
whose pastor had left to take a new call, told the bishop
they were NOT going to take one of THOSE women
pastors. They got a male pastor that time, but the same
congregation today has been capably served by a
woman pastor for many years!

Our church has interpreted the persistence of women

desiring to become pastors as a sign of the presence of
the Holy Spirit. Having known so many gifted women
clergy over the years, I can’t imagine what our church
would be like without them. Trinity is a beautiful place
to spend my first years in retirement, and you have the
blessing of being the place from which Vicar Meghan
will step into the Ordained Ministry herself. Thanks for
being open to the gifts and calling of women to serve in
the ministry of our church.

Pastor Wendy -
\., %
We Are Church,
We Are Called

50+40°10
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Lutheran Charities of WNY Drive-thru BBQ

Summer BBQ with Buffalo's favorite
Chiavetta's Chicken

At (C[IT AT/ [TTAS

I.I.I.I.I.I.I.I ||
n BAR - B - QUE CHICKEN

Join us for our Drive=Thru Chicken BBQ!

Wednesday, June 23"
4pm to 7pm or sold out

Lutheran Charities

7N

to benefit Lutheran Charities of WNY

June 23, 2021, 4:00 PM

St. John Lutheran Church
6540 Main Street
Williamsville, NY 14221
716-683-8972

March Mission Message from Marcia Brown: ELCA PRIORITIES

The ELCA is actively engaged in national policy. As
Christians in the world, our engagement is consistently
shaped by our love of one another as God loves us.
Civic participation is not simply voluntary, altruistic, or
idealistic, but grows from the Biblical idea that God
calls His people to be active citizens and to be sure
everyone benefits from the good of government.
Together we endeavor to live into our baptismal
covenant to serve all people, following the example of

Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth.

Here are the priorities the ELCA has set for 2021.
Surely (at least) one of them will pique your interest,
and you can follow its progress, become involved, or
perhaps donate to the cause.
Domestic Policy:

Hunger and poverty

Criminal Justice reform

Civil and Human rights

Healthcare

Budget concerns

Infrastructure

Fair Housing and civil rights

Disaster Response
Environment Policy:

Climate and environmental justice

Sustainability

International Policy:
Foreign assistance
Conflict prevention/peacebuilding
Gender justice and human rights protection
Immigration Policy:
Rights of migrants and refugees
Enforcement and detention
Asylum and refugee systems
Foreign policy and climate threats
Civic Engagement:
Dialogue in the public Sphere
Election security and voter access reforms

...And this is not even a complete list. Sign up at
ELCA.org/advocacy/signup! to receive monthly
updates on policy activity and be invited to take action
when your voice and experience will have an impact.
Find resources at ELCA.org/resources/advocacy. All
of this happens with the help of your mission support.
Thank you!

We are church together for the w LOTHe &
sake of the wotld. God’s Work. QQ (‘ ‘\ /I/o
‘ "\ B

Our Hands. &
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Z00M CONNECTION

Our Zoom account, “Worship and Meetings” can be found at:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85167890638>pwd=eHptd21IKINO1Vc0Qy
S2pSNVU4U3hUQT09

ID # 8516789 0638 Passcode: 860145

Wednesday Exegesis continues to offer in-person and Zoom, using
Pr. Dan’s account:

8760 Transit Road

East Amberst, New York 14051

ID# 460 550 4086 Passcode: 600776

Rev. Wendy Buckley, Pastor

Meghan Garland, Vicar

716-688-9245

trinityontransit] 1@gmail.com

Sunday 10:30 AM Eucharist, July & August 9:30 AM
WWW.Lrinityontransit.org

www.facebook.com/ TrinityOnTransit/

Both of these accounts can be found at https://zoom.us/ . You will
need to download the app to your computer, phone or device. Then, to
join our Zoom meeting simply go to:
https://usO04web.zoom.us/i/4605504086 If you are using dial-up, find
your local number at: https://us04web.zoom.us/u/fei59xzihG. To
watch the recording of Sunday’s service go to www.trinityontransit.org.

A certain hominess is changing the interior space at Trinity, a

hominess that says “welcome, please make yourself comfortable and
stay.” Trinity has always been welcoming, but small changes are
increasing this feeling, and more is to come. Stay tuned!

Church Interior Updates Continue!

A

g “for quiet
j conversation

We have two of these
benches, pictured at right,
that are “free to a good

~ home”. If you are interested,
please let us know!

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

SUNDAY 10:30 AM 5/9/21 5/16/21 5/23/21 5/30/21 6/6/21
PRESIDING Pr. Wendy Pr. Wendy Pr. Wendy Pr. Wendy Pr. Wendy
PREACHING Pr. Wendy Vr. Meghan Pr. Wendy Pr. Wendy Pr. Wendy
ASSISTING Doug Cassidy Marilyn Rohl Mary Wolf Vr. Meghan Mary Wolf
MINISTER

LECTOR Jack Ampuja Pat Williams Deb Cassidy Linda Harris Kathy Sullivan




